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Government Control of the Internet
• North Korea: Internet mostly inaccessible; 

Myanmar: formerly inaccessible; Cuba: 
Notoriously slow & expensive. 

• Iran: Access to Instagram and Whatsapp, 
Facebook, Youtube and Twitter,… are 
banned.

• Saudi Arabia: centralized control

• People’s Republic of China: highly 
sophisticated filtering (‘great firewall’) as well 
as censorship

• Germany: Forbids access to neo-Nazi sites

• United States: Limits access of minors to 
pornography



https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-net/2023/repressive-power-artificial-intelligence

https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-net/2023/repressive-power-artificial-intelligence




Forms of Direct Censorship

• Government monopolization of a communication medium
–

–

• Prepublication review
–
–

• Licensing and registration
–
–
–



Self-censorship

• Most common form of censorship

• Group decides for itself not to publish

• Reasons
–
–

• A “soft” form of self-censorship: ratings systems
–
–

§



Challenges Posed by the Internet

• Many-to-many communications
–

• Dynamic connections
–

• Huge numbers of Web sites
–

• Extends beyond national borders, laws
–

• Hard to distinguish between minors and adults
–



Ethical Perspectives on Censorship

• Kant opposed censorship
–
–

• Mill opposed censorship
1.
2.
3.
4.

When, if ever, do you think censorship is justified?



Case Study: Bill C-18 
• The federal government introduced Bill C-18 in April 2022 with the goal of compelling digital giants, such as Meta and Google, 

to compensate news publishers for the use of their content. The bill aims to push tech platforms to stipulate “fair commercial 
deals” with Canadian news publications, without the need for government supervision. This way, tech platforms will be bound 
to pay news outlet for using their content on their platforms. According to the government, more than 470 media outlets in 
Canada have closed since 2008, and at least one-third of Canadian journalism jobs have disappeared over that same time 
period. The compensation obtained by news publishers from these digital giants is intended, in large part, to fund the creation 
of new content, ensuring the “sustainability of the Canadian news ecosystem,” according to the government.

• In response, Meta stated that news makes up about three percent of the content on Facebook feeds, and Google claimed that 
less than two percent of searches are related to news. Consequently, both Meta and Google argued that news doesn't 
generate much revenue for their companies and are contemplating ending local news on their platforms altogether, which 
would negatively impact Canadians' access to diverse news sources. 

• At the same time, some Canadian publishers are concerned about potentially losing millions of dollars in revenue if their 
content is blocked by Google and Meta. Bill C-18 is modeled after a similar law in Australia, the country that first compelled 
digital companies to pay for the use of news content. According to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission, 
more than $190 million has already been paid to Australian media companies since the law was enacted last year.

Argue for or against the following statement: The Canadian government should require tech giants such as Meta and Google to 
enter into agreements with news publishers to pay them for news content that appears on their sites if it helps the tech giants 
generate money.

(Inspired by : https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/online-news-act-meta-facebook-1.6885634)



Freedom of Expression: History

• De Scandalis Magnatum (England, 1275)
–
–

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lese-majesty

• 18th century: freedom of the press in England
–
–

• American states adopted bills of rights including freedom of 
expression
–

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lese-majesty


Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

1. The Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms guarantees the rights 
and freedoms set out in it subject 
only to such reasonable limits 
prescribed by law as can be 
demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society.

2. Everyone has the following fundamental freedoms: 

(a) freedom of conscience and religion;

(b) freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression, including freedom of 
the press and other media of communication;

(c) freedom of peaceful assembly; and

(d) freedom of association.



Freedom of Expression not an Absolute Right

• Right to freedom of expression must be balanced against the 
public good

• Various restrictions on freedom of expression exist
–

In pairs: 

Which restrictions on freedom of expression do you think are 
justified?



Case Study: Facebook and Anti-Vaccine Pages

• In late 2020, at the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic, Facebook took the decision to remove one of the 
major anti-vaccine pages from their platform. Around the same time, Facebook also became more 
aggressive at removing posts about vaccines with claims that had been debunked by the medical 
community, and started promoting more content from reputable public health and scientific sources. 

• However, Facebook’s architecture and engagement algorithms still allowed anti-vaxxers to easily move to 
a new group when an old one was shut down, and to keep spreading their content to other communities 
that the platform identified as having “similar interests”.

• A recent study conducted by George Washington and Johns Hopkins universities reports that Facebook’s 
policies were effective at reducing the overall volume of misinformation circulating (by 32%, according to 
the study’s estimate). 

• The same study also reveals that engagement with anti-vaccine content grew 33% more than what would 
have been anticipated based on pre-removal trends, suggesting that the measures implemented by 
Facebook have not been effective at reducing the influence of harmful misinformation.

Argue for or against the following statement:  Facebook should not have changed their policy regarding the 
removal of anti-vaccine content on their platform.



Networked Communications

“Any social network that employs moderators should be 
required to make it impossible to share posts flagged as 

false.”


