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Introduction

• Value of intellectual property much 
greater than value of media
–
–

• Illegal copying pervasive
–

• In light of advances in information 
technology, how should we treat 
intellectual property?



What Is Intellectual Property?

• Intellectual property: any unique product of the human intellect 
that has commercial value
–
–
–

• Intellectual property ≠ physical manifestation



Let’s step back from IP and consider basic 
property rights…

• Locke: People have a right…
–

§

–
–

• As long as…
–

–



Property Rights

• This position is not uncontroversial:

• Pierre-Joseph Proudhon: “Property is Theft”
–

• Do you think property is a right? 
If so, should the right have limits?



Expanding the Argument to Intellectual Property

• The textbook considers the (fairly ridiculous) proposition: 
“Writing a play is akin to making a belt buckle”

• Belt buckle
–
–
–

• Writing a play
–
–
–



Are We Convinced?

• If Ben Jonson and William Shakespeare simultaneously write 
down Hamlet, who owns it?
–
–

• If Ben “steals” the play from Will, both have it
–



Discuss in groups

• What protections for intellectual property are reasonable?

• What protections for intellectual property are unreasonable?

• What principles should we appeal to in answering these 
questions?


