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Is Software Engineering a Profession?

• In many ways software engineering is similar to other 
professions such as law or accounting
–
–
–

• It’s not a “full-fledged” profession:
–

• All the same, sensible to ask software engineers to follow a 
code of ethics. 
–
–



Whistle-Blowing

• Revealing a real or potential harm to the public being caused 
by your employer.
–

–

• Under what circumstances is whistle-blowing morally 
justified? When is it morally necessary?



Professional Ethics
“Computer scientists and data scientists should not aid in 

the development of autonomous weapon systems.”



Case Study

• Software Recommendation
–

–
–

–
–

• Did Professor Jane Smith behave ethically?


