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Creative Commons

• Under current copyright law, eligible works are 
copyrighted the moment they are created

• No copyright notice does not mean it’s ok to 
copy

• Must contact people before using work
• That slows down creative reuse
• Free Creative Commons license indicates
– Which kinds of copying are ok
– Which rights are being retained

• Flickr and Magnatune two well-known sites 
using Creative Commons licenses



Getting Started with Privacy

• What is Privacy?
–
–
–
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Defining Privacy

• Privacy is related to the notion of access
–
–

• Byrne: Privacy is a “zone of inaccessibility”
–

• Bloustein: Privacy violations are an affront to human dignity

• Too much individual privacy can harm society
–

• Key question: Where to draw the line?



Benefits and Harms

• Harms of Privacy
–
–
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• Benefits of Privacy
–
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Is There a Natural Right to Privacy?

• Morton Levine: Privacy rights stem from property rights
–

• Warren and Brandeis: An explicit “right to be let alone”
–

• Thomson: violations of “Privacy rights” are also violations of other rights
–

• Benn and Reiman: Some amount of privacy is necessary for people to be 
autonomous, moral agents, to develop healthy relationships, and to act 
as free citizens.

• Is privacy a right?
• Is it a “prudential right”?

–

• Or do we have no such right at all?



Privacy and Trust

• Modern life more private

• Challenge: living among strangers

• Remedy: establishing reputations
–
–

• Establishing reputation is done at the cost of reducing privacy

• Quinn's case study: the new parents
–


